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31 January 2019 
Dear Minister, 

Scotland’s colleges 2018 – foundation apprenticeships 

Thank you for your letter of 3 December 2018 in which you provide a response to 
issues raised by the Committee during its evidence session on 4 October and in its 
letter to you dated 1 November 2019. 

As you note, during the evidence session on 4 October Committee Members asked 
about the Government’s approach to delivery of foundation apprenticeships (FAs) 
given the apparent underperformance against the Dundee area target of 250 FAs. In 
your response, you advise that there are no individual performance targets at local 
authority level. In fact, the target that was referenced by Members during the session 
on 4 October was in respect of the Dundee and Angus College area rather than that 
of the local authority area. Can you please provide that target number. 

Your letter also notes that a consortium has been established across Dundee and 
Angus to improve uptake rates. You said you were not able to confirm FA numbers 
but if the agencies have seen fit to establish a consortium to improve uptake, they 
must be aware that uptake is not as expected and this, we would presume, must be 
based on the figure of current FA numbers. Can you please provide that number. 

I note your commitment to provide the Committee with a definitive update on the 
progress of FAs when the official statistics are published, which I understand will be 
shortly. If the official statistics do not provide information; both the target number and 
the current number of Foundation Apprentices in respect of the Dundee and Angus 
College area, I would be grateful, as requested above, if this information could be 
provided separately.  
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I look forward to receiving the update on FAs and information in respect of the 
Dundee and Angus College area by 28 February 2019. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jenny Marra MSP 
Convener 




